Billie Burtrum, is a Quapaw tribal member, a mother, and the Tribal Historic Preservation Officer (THPO) for Quapaw Nation. She has a dedicated background in community empowerment and cultural preservation. In her current role as THPO, she is committed to compliance with the National Historic Preservation Act (NHPA) and working to safeguard the heritage of the Quapaw Nation for future generations. She also serves as the Eastern Oklahoma Representative for the National Association of Tribal Historic Preservation Officers (NATHPO).
Burtrum was previously the Quapaw Nation Youth Program Manager, developing the program from infancy as a vehicle to nurture the next generation and promote positive Native American family dynamics within indigenous communities.
Graduating with a BA in Business Administration, Billie brings a unique blend of business acumen, experience in grant management, and cultural sensitivity to her work. As a co-facilitator for the Modoc contract for Positive Indian Parenting, she has empowered parents and caregivers to cultivate strong family bonds while honoring indigenous traditions.
Through preservation compliance, community engagement, strategic planning, and positive role modeling, she aims to make a profound impact, enriching lives and shaping a brighter future for indigenous communities, tribal youth, and families. Indigenous food and cooking are her personal passion and she is working on collecting traditional recipes of both modern and ancestral origin stretching back to Quapaw tribal homelands in Arkansas.
