United States Department of the Interior

OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY
Washington, DC 20240

NOV 0 6 2024

Dear Tribal Leader:

In December 2023, the Department of the Interior (Department) issued a new Departmental
Manual (DM) chapter entitled, “Departmental Responsibilities for Consideration and Inclusion
of Indigenous Knowledge in Departmental Actions and Scientific Research, 301 DM 7.”! This
Chapter establishes the Department’s policies, responsibilities, and procedures to respect, and
equitably promote the inclusion of Indigenous Knowledge in the Department’s decision making,
resource management, program implementation, policy development, scientific research, and
other actions. In developing this Chapter, the Department conducted consultation with Tribal
Leaders, Alaska Native Corporations, and Native Hawaiian leaders in February 2023, and held a
listening session with Indigenous leaders from the U.S. Territories in March 2023.?

The Department is now developing an implementation Handbook to guide employees as they
work with Tribes and Indigenous communities to implement the policies of 301 DM 7. The
Department seeks your input on the content of this Handbook.

Specifically, we are seeking input on the following:

1. Does the draft Handbook describe appropriate methods for working with Tribal Nations
and Indigenous communities on Indigenous Knowledge issues? (see draft Handbook
section 4 (B), Engaging).

2. Does the draft Handbook describe appropriate methods for receiving Indigenous
Knowledge from Tribal Nations and Indigenous communities? (see draft Handbook
section 4 (D), Receiving Indigenous Knowledge).

3. Does the draft Handbook describe appropriate methods for applying Indigenous
Knowledge to Departmental actions and scientific research? (see draft Handbook section
4 (E), Applying Indigenous Knowledge).

The Department will conduct three virtual consultation sessions and will accept oral and written
comments. Please register in advance for any consultation you plan on attending. After
registering you will receive a confirmation email containing information about joining the
meeting. Please note that these Tribal consultations will be closed to the press and to the public
to protect confidential information that may be discussed during the session. Each session has a

! hutps://www.doi.gov/document-library/departmental-manual/30 | -dm-7-departmental-responsibilities-
consideration-and. This chapter builds on the Office of Science and Technology Policy and the Council on
Environmental Quality guidance released at the White House Tribal Nations Summit in November 2022, at
htips://www.whitehouse.gov/wp-content/uploads/2022/12/OSTP-CEQ-1K-Guidance.pdf.

2 https://www.bia.gov/service/tribal-consultations/departmental-policy-indigenous-knowledge.



https://www.doi.gov/document-library/departmental-manual/301-dm-7-departmental-responsibilities-consideration-and
https://www.whitehouse.gov/wp-content/uploads/2022/12/OSTP-CEQ-IK-Guidance.pdf

different focus, as noted below. You may register to attend one or more of the following
sessions:

December 9, 2024
Focus: Federally Recognized Tribes
2:00 p.m. — 5:00 p.m. Eastern Time / 10:00 am — 1:00 pm Alaska Time
Please register in advance at:
https://www.zoomgov.com/meeting/register/vJIsf~-Chqz4tHpGJSmhxGGr9i6zeubDwTso

December 10, 2024
Focus: The Native Hawaiian Community
2:00 p.m. — 5:00 p.m. Eastern Time / 9:00 am — 12:00 pm Hawaii Time
Please register in advance at:
https://www.zoomgov.com/meeting/register/vJitduyhrjlrbEw xVtk6zNC114st40WCQO0

December 13, 2024
Focus: Alaska Native Corporations
2:00 p.m. — 5:00 p.m. Eastern Time / 10:00 am — 1:00 pm Alaska Time
Please register in advance at:
https://www.zoomgov.com/meeting/register/vJIsceqopj0jGmah3gM7Blj8_SNGjyYV7hA

You may provide written comments to consultation@bia.gov by 11:59 pm Eastern Time on
January 8, 2025. If you have questions regarding this effort, please contact Jacob Malcom at
202-657-2877 or jacob_malcom(@ios.doi.gov.

Sincerely,

0an M. Mooney
Principal Deputy Assistant Sd

Policy, Management and Budget
US Department of the Interior
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