OurStoryBridge:
Your Stories in Your Voices
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Create your stories in your
voices!

1. Recognize the uniqueness of OurStoryBridge online oral history projects,
understand what you need to do to start them in your communities, and
become aware of the free resources available to plan, implement, and sustain

your story projects.

2. Hear brief oral histories to exemplify those you can collect in your communities,
in order to envision the impact an OurStoryBridge story project can make in
your educational programs, community outreach, and collection development.

3. Learn about an opportunity to partner with OurStoryBridge on an IMLS grant to
fund your OurStoryBridge projects.
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* How could an OurStoryBridge project in your museum or cultural
center increase community involvement? Enhance the visitor
experience? Preserve your stories in today’s media?

* What could the stories bring to your collection?

* What special artifacts and exhibits would be enhanced by brief oral
histories?

* Do you want to use stories from around the country in your
educational programs?
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Capturing RetammF and Communlcatmgth
of Who We Are. Tel Us Your Storyl

Go to www.myadirondackstory.org



* Adirondack Community: Capturing, Retaining, and Communicating the Stories
of Who We Are is a multi-year local history project that collects and
organizes audio stories and related photographs from Town of Keene
community members through an online platform to share the rich social

and cultural history of this community located in New York State’s
Adirondack Mountains.

* A “story” is a first-person three- to five-minute unedited account by a
“storyteller” in their own voice about their own experience and and/or
those that came before them, accompanied by up to five photos usually
from the library’s archives and posted on www.myadirondackstory.org
in one - three of the eight categories selected by the community.
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Hear the Stories Now!

Click the categories below to hear some exciting stories from Adirondack Community. You can also go to the Public Stories Page for Adirondack Community found at
hitps:/e a.org. ommunity. Use the search box to find a story that you want to listen to.
We would love for you to share your stary too.

You can also listen to stories from other OurStoryBridge projects across the country as they are continually added f

Natural and Man-made Environments

a



Lorraine Duvall
Finding a Woman's Place: The Story of a

1970's Feminist Collective in the
Adirondacks

Jery Huntley Lynn Edmonds
Doctor Alphonso Goff
00:00

Thank you, Phebe Thorne!
00:00

00:00
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Adirondack T-shirts sought

TeShirl Misseurn W open for Festival of the Lakos

CorrieAnne Stoner
Even Here: A Discussion of Race in the L
The Story of the Great Adirondack T-Shirt
Museum

00:00

Alice Lowenthal
ADK's
00:00

Chasing the Trout
00:00

) Bethany Garretson
Bethany Garretson
The 46 Unsupported Thru-Hike Part Two

Manigue Westen Clague
The 46 Unsupported Thru-Hike Part One

00:00
00:00

Black Lives Matter in Keene




Social Justice & Social Change

Catastrophes & Community Reaction:

Part |, Water

Catastrophes & Community Reaction:

Part I, Fire & Mountains

Work, Part |

Famous People Here in the Town of
Keene, Part |, Part I

Unique Outdoor Experiences
Legacy
Adirondack Hiking Stories

Black Lives Matter

Adirondack 46ers
Adirondack Women
The Pandemic: COVID-19

Keene Central School 8th
Graders (2021, 2022 & 2023)

Tropical Storm Irene: Memories After Ten
Years, Part |, Part 2

Local Adirondack Businesses

Keene School Stories

Music in the Mountains

My Start in Keene

Keene Central School 12 Graders (2022)




BEAR RIVER VALLEY STORIES: OUR HERITAGE IN
STORY AT WWW.OURBRVSTORIES.ORG
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Bear River Valley Community Home AboutUs Our Stories Share Your Story

Share Your Story

Debby Carter

‘emonto ibrarv introduces Bear River




*History and
Perspective
by Darren Parry
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https://app.memria.org/stories/public-story-view/60810c77daee43cd8c89910c4fe5e8a1/
https://app.memria.org/stories/public-story-view/60810c77daee43cd8c89910c4fe5e8a1/

THE NUMBERS TODAY

:

4 2018 focus 8,600+ people 300+ stories in

groups with 31 have gone to the the eight
participants cr.eated vyebsite, categories,
the categories, 335+ in storyteller posted once,
|50 names of worksheet : h
storytellers in initial BWHECD CLF SIS
worksheet tmes

| I

At first, almost all came
directly to

Most viewed
categories are

23 podcasts
listened to over

3,000 times, myadirondackstory.org,
but after beginning a PeOP!ez QUtdoor
600+ follow the S el Activities, and
Facebook page boosting it regionally, Catastrophes
and starting o
OurStoryBridge, new (InSplrsd b?’ the
users grew from it pandemic)



Press Releases &
Media Relations

Placement of
Articles

Instagram

MARKETING

Boilerplate

Posters & Banner
Document

Posted on e-
Business Cards Newsletters and
Listservs

Find us on:
K1 facebook.

Community Events
Adirondack Community
Story Project

Emails to
Storytellers and
Potential
Storytellers
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300+ stories (website released June |5, 2019), including 8% and 2% grade story projects!

* Storytellers were hard to recruit at first; telling a story starts with nervousness, then
leads to joy and more stories from the storytellers, then sharing that enthusiasm with
neighbors so they tell their stories.

* The whole town is talking (as is the media): school, family dinner tables, on the street,
events, etc.

* In the pandemic, listeners grew, hopefully finding comfort in the continued resilience of
the community; we have also created a record of life during this crisis.

* Themes like social justice and social change, the community working together in crisis,
aging (especially women), the legacies that have been left, and the uniqueness of the area
keep reappearing. Black Lives Matter stories, in a very White population, have been
especially popular

It’s clear that young and old don’t know who lives here, have lived

here, and have been here!




Posted on a website that appeals to

young and old!

Goal #1: Capture stories before the
storytellers are gone

* About half of storytellers are over 65

¢ The most elderly living here now and those who have
come back to tell stories are involved, with plans for
others we have identified

Goal #2: Get students involved and
proud of their community, helping to
prepare them whether they move away or
stay in the community

* Grades 8-12 have had school lessons on the project,
check the website, and are genuinely surprised about
what they are hearing, the first step!

*  The pandemic reduced ability to get stories from
students, but we now have 8% and |2th grade
storytelling programs
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* Free resource and tool kit for producing a crowdsourced, community,
online story project emphasizing audio history collecting and sharing

* Based on the Keene Valley Library’s Adirondack Community model, but
adaptable for any community or topics

* With a commitment to help each community one-on-one!

* The pandemic taught us that free online resources of interest to all
generations is important, as is building community and recognizing our
history and humanity

e OurStoryBridge Inc. is a new a 501(c)(3) charitable nonprofit with
volunteer staff
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* To serve as a free resource and tool kit to preserve and circulate local audio
stories past and present through accessible online media;

* Promote, build, and assist with the deployment of these resources in
communities across geographic, cultural, socioeconomic, racial, and
organizational strata; and

* Help strengthen these communities through the sharing of their stories, including
preserving the stories of older generations before they are lost and encouraging
younger generations to become engaged community members.

Our Vision: OurStoryBridge empowers every community to cultivate connection
across the generations, encourage civic engagement, celebrate diversity, and
engender shared and durable kindness.

@ OURSTORYBRIDGE
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QurStoryBridge:

User Guide to Plan, Implement, and Sustain
a Digital Story Project in Your Community
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OurStoryBridge: Connecting the Past and the Present

User Guwide to Plan, implement, and Sustain a Digital Story Project in
Your Community
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How to Use

the Story Log

How to Add
Photos and
Publish

Stories

How to Use
the
Storyteller
Worksheet

MR i o Hex o Pt

How to Post How to

Stories in

How to Use Story Booth Mode to Collect Stories
CreateStory | 1.. v 1O USE _t[ l_, JU LM VIC 1 = T = __”,_ q | ,_lt_.il_, >
Strikingly

AW N
Videos
0' ‘0

the Best AT
. Collect Self-
Stories by
e —— recorded
Storytellers SIS

How to
Generate
Links and

Embed Codes

How to Use
Story Booth
Mode to

The OurStoryBridge User Guide
links to How-To Videos that provide
examples and templates to design

your story project and are also
posted on the website

Collect
Stories

How to

Recruit
Storytellers
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https://youtu.be/Ic3xrGQCE54

* The OurStoryBridge User Guide
links to Sample Documents that
provide examples and
templates to design your story
project

* They are also posted on the
website

@OU RSTORYBRIDGE
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* 18 projects online in 10 states

e 700+ stories already!

* 6,700+ Unique Users on the website

e Almost 600 downloads of the User Guide
e 27 podcasts

* 4 Indigenous communities and more in progress
4 languages (English, Spanish, Yup’ik, Abenaki)
* 130 DEI stories

$OURSTORYBRIDGE
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“I love this project and think of it

* Appreciate the history that shaped your community, that as a balm and a community
helps make it what it is today and what it can become , , ,
tomorrow. builder for our times, an amazing

educational resource, carrying
rich historical value.”

* Preserve stories that may be lost if not recorded soon and — Janelle

honor the legacies of your older generations by capturing
their stories in their own words.

* Educate residents and visitors of all ages and inspire them to
become contributing members of your community.

Connecting the Past and the Present
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» Attract new residents and visitors. “The story project keeps the history of our
small town alive and accessible. The older

residents of the town have recorded

. o eyewitness accounts ofimportant events
* Acknowledge the catastrophes, tragedies, or difficult G e ) (50, OIS G6I6, IR

challenges that shape your community. memories of the people who were born in

the 1800s. The younger ones have
memorialized more recent ones, knowing

* Unravel the puzzle of how and why street or place themselves to be links in the chain of

names, stores, clubs, and other institutions came to be. generations that bind this community
together.” — Henrietta

» Use the stories for fundraising.

n E OURSTORYERIDGE

https://mountainlake.org/my-adirondack-story/
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* “On cold winter evenings in our harsh
Adirondack climate, | often felt very
sad about COVID, so I'd listen to
stories on Adirondack Community
and hear about people in this
community helping each other
through multiple disasters and
challenges. The stories warmed my
heart and helped me get through
COVID winter.”

n E OURSTORYERIDGE
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ﬁ Niraqutaq Qallemcinek Released
by the Igiugig Tribal Library

Home Aboutll  Hes The Stories  Shere Yioor Siory - Tesches's Guide O ¥

We live in stories the way fish live in water.
-Daniel Taylor

www.igiugigstorybridge.org



http://www.igiugigstorybridge.org/
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Can you use the
OurStoryBridge
stories?

nOURSTORYE’»RHD#’“?-

FURE" connecting the Past and the Pre


https://app.memria.org/stories/public-story-view/2756faab2ab74233a8ed15903a3d6608/
https://app.memria.org/stories/public-story-view/2756faab2ab74233a8ed15903a3d6608/

Learn about these ideas and
examples!
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Teacher's Guide

This Teacher's Guide can help you use stories from OurStoryBridge projects across the country in your classrooms. These downloadable resources,
starting with How to Use the Teacher’s Guide, then Story Summaries, Story Selection Chart, and Sample School Assignment, will get you started.

The stories hold lessons for your students no matter where they are. As new OurStoryBridge projects come online and stories are added to each, the
resources are updated, so check often for stories that can bring your lessons to life!

How to Use the Teacher's Guide Story Selection Chart
School Story Projects Protocol m Sample School Assignment

35
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* Brief synopsis of each story with the
story number by project, title, o et e

1ories e appropriate for

storyteller, and clickable link

* Includes new story projects and
stories, updated as they come online

 Almost all stories are relevant for
middle and high school classes and |
higher education = b

si.0rg 0w Cosmmisnity Stonies, Pilsbungh, Pa)
{Adsmndack Voices, Ceene, Lake George, NY)

* Codes for elementary school, college
classes, and additional categories are
included

 New DEIl category added

” OURSTORYERIDGE

ST Connecting the Past and the Present



Story Title
Agriculiure

Adirondack Community waww myadirondackstory org
Town of Keana, NY

\’rin.nig ihe {Hympic (rald Medal

to Adk Ooidoorswoeman

Ihe Morning Houtine at Route 3% Bus Stop

Why Advocacy is lmportant in the Adirondack Park
Falling in Love with the 46 and Finding Mew Loves
From the (d World to the New

The River House
Nourished by the Aris
75 Years of History on the Little Forter Trail
The Largest Landslide in NYS

Adrian Edmonds & the Storvielling Culture

Adrian Loes to College
Cdenmore School of Cultural Sciences

A Tax Collector. " Sworn In and Then Sworn At™
Sunday Nights Sings

Familv Homes on Heede Hoad

Music As a Thread in My Life

Brother Bud Goes to War

Whao is the Mewcomer?
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e Each 8th and 12th grader learns
about storytelling and the
Adirondack Community story
project, then creates and
records a one-to three-minute
(8th graders) or three- to five-
minute (12th graders) story, and
have stories posted on
www.myadirondackstory.org
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ADIRONDACK
EXPERIENCE"

The Museum on Blue Mountain Lake

mmmnmunm dfurlng thosayears w&s prdnu'ld.ﬁs In
mest small towns in America, young men and women left villages

and hamigts by the hundreds and thousands to serve. Af the same

time regional industries were transformed—both in the materials
thatwere produced as well as the workforce upon which they depended.
Communities came together to support the cause, but individuals still
struggled to get through Adirondack winters, go to school, and manage
their daily work during a time of global uncertainty.
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* Create closer bonds with your community by starting your own
OurStoryBridge projects, while adding stories to your collections

* Supplement your exhibits with these new resources, from across the
country

* Use the stories to guide you to new resources

e Add stories to your webinars: Introduce a topic, make a concept
memorable, or stimulate discussion

Do museum “walkthroughs”, with relevant stories
* Provide local stories as research materials

* Introduce your visitors to the Teacher’s Guide and use it to select stories

$OU RSTORYBRIDGE
i

Connecting the Past and the Present



Think about an OurStoryBridge project
and we will help you!
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* Telling your stories in your own words!

* How could an OurStoryBridge project in your museum or cultural
center increase community involvement? Enhance the visitor
experience? Preserve your stories in today’s media”?

* What could the stories bring to your collection?

* What special artifacts and exhibits would be enhanced by brief oral
histories?

* Do you want to use stories from around the country in your
educational programs?

$OU RSTORYBRIDGE
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* OurStoryBridge wants to partner with five museums focused on Native American
life and history

e OurStoryBridge, as a contractor, will draft the grant proposal with the help of
partners and lead efforts to create and market story projects at the museums

* Museums will receive funding, approximately $10,000 each over a two-year
period for the story platform (Memria), website to host the stories, staff time for
taking and processing stories, translation into Native languages, administrative
costs, etc.

* One museum will receive additional funding as the applicant

$OU RSTORYBRIDGE
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mailto:createyourstoryproject@gmail.com
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/18xsKGyZSjqLBPfivqrmchAAI2r5gNjnrxoH8wXCOpuE/edit?ts=649b3c48
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/18xsKGyZSjqLBPfivqrmchAAI2r5gNjnrxoH8wXCOpuE/edit?ts=649b3c48

Be Our Voice!

a story project in your museum and the Adirondack
Community Story Project and

the stories in your exhibits and I(D);JégzoryBrldge Facebook and Instagram

presentations! .
h her’ id names and email addresses for the
the Teacher’s Guide e-newsletter

the OurStoryBridge project -
websites so they can hear the stories grant and ather Gind iR SEEE

and podcasts

others to OurStoryBridge if you
think they are interested in starting a
story project

links to OurStoryBridge on websites

to review the resources or
help us grow OurStoryBridge

Send your name,
affiliation, and
email address to
createyourstorypro
ject@gmail.com to
be in the loop!
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Questions?

Contact OurStoryBridge:

createyourstoryproject@gmail.com
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