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About the Protecting Native Places Fund 
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Recognizing the interconnectedness of efforts to protect Indigenous culture and the natural world, 

NATHPO in partnership with The Wilderness Society (TWS) has established a fund to support NATHPO 

Full Member THPOs in these important efforts. NATHPO and TWS recognize that public lands 

management has traditionally excluded the involvement of Native peoples. Through this fund, we aim 

to help change that. 

Established in partnership with The Wilderness Society through the support of the Wilburforce 

Foundation, the Protecting Native Places Fund will support efforts to protect and manage Tribal cultural 

sites, increase the role of Tribes in management and stewardship of culturally significant areas, and 

address racist and offensive place names. The focus of these efforts is on the management of public 

lands.* Specifically, we seek to assist efforts to ensure that cultural sites are well managed and 

protected and that Tribes have an adequate say in the management of cultural resources and the 

incorporation of traditional knowledge on public land. This can include on-the-ground restoration and 

stewardship, or efforts to change local land management plans or policies. 

*"Public lands" includes lands held by local/state/federal government or held in public trust. 

The Details 

• Amount: $80,000 will be awarded in $5,000 grants.

• Eligibility: NATH PO Full members in good standing are eligible for the Protecting Native Places

Fund. Membership information is available here.

• Timeline: Applications will be accepted Feb. 25 - March 31, 2022.

o NATH PO staff and Chairman will evaluate applications and select awardees.

o Grants will be disbursed by April 30, 2022.

o The period of performance will be May 1- December 31, 2022.

How to Apply 

We understand your time is extremely valuable and we have worked to make applying for this grant, as 

well as reporting, as easy to manage as possible. To apply, simply answer the following questions in up 

to 500 words each and email them to NATHPO's Executive Director, Dr. Valerie J. Grussing at 

valerie@nathpo.org. 

Question 1: Is your THPO office involved in efforts to ensure that cultural resources and places 

on public land are managed and protected, including the incorporation of traditional 

knowledge? Examples of this work may include on-the-ground restoration and stewardship, or 

efforts to influence land management plans or policies. Please briefly list a few of the projects 

your office is working on. 
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