DRAFT TEMPLATE
“REQUEST FOR DOCUMENTATION”
[Letterhead of tribe/Native Hawaiian organization]

 [Your full name]

[Address]

[daytime telephone number]
[Date]

[Museum/agency director or NAGPRA coordinator]

[Name of museum/agency]

[Address]

Dear [museum/agency director or NAGPRA coordinator]:

I write on behalf of the [name of Indian tribe/Native Hawaiian organization] to request information pertaining to your determination that specific Native American human remains and associated funerary objects in your possession or control are “culturally unidentifiable.”
The Native American Graves Protection and Repatriation Act required all museums and Federal agencies to prepare inventories of Native American human remains and associated funerary objects in their possession or control. Upon completion of the inventory, you were required to provide Indian tribes and Native Hawaiian organizations with formal notification of all human remains and associated funerary objects with which they were culturally affiliated. This notification was to be subsequently published in the Federal Register by the National Park Service. The inventory of human remains and associated funerary objects for which cultural affiliation could not be determined – termed “culturally unidentifiable” – was to be sent to the National Park Service. A summary of these data were subsequently posted on the Culturally Unidentifiable Native American Inventories Database (http://grants.cr.nps.gov/CUI/index.cfm).
We have reviewed the Culturally Unidentifiable Native American Inventories Database and have identified a number human remains and associated funerary objects with which we believe we may be culturally affiliated. These individual human remains and associated funerary objects are identified on the attached printout from the database. Pursuant to 25 U.S.C. 3003(b)(2) and 43 C.F.R. 10.9(e)(5), we hereby request the following documentation for each of the listed human remains and associated funerary objects:

1. A copy of the original inventory that was sent to the National Park Service;

2. Copies of any documentation related to the acquisition and accession of the human remains and associated funerary objects;
3. Copies of any relevant studies or other pertinent data related to the geographical origin or cultural affiliation of the human remains and associated funerary objects.

Please include the requested information for any Native American human remains and associated funerary objects that you may have located in your collections since the original inventory was completed.
We would appreciate if you would provide the requested documentation within 30 days of receipt of this request. If you are unable to provide the documentation within that timeframe, please provide us with an estimate of when the documentation will be provided. Please contact me at [daytime telephone number] if you have any questions regarding this request.

Sincerely,

[Signed]
Attachment [printout of relevant pages of the Native American Culturally Unidentifiable Inventory Database with marked entries]

cc: National NAGPRA Program, National Park Service
