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Killer Whale Hat Back in Tlingit Hands

By TROY ETULAIN

apecial to the Sentinel

After holding it for 100 years, the Na-
tional Muoseum: of Naweal History has
retuimed i antique killer whale hat 1o
15 former Tlingit owners in Sitka:

this sort began in the early [9805 when
the first of the aws was enacted allowing
the retarn of Mative artifacts held in public
RS EUms.

In [98% the Mational Musewm of the

I a ceremony at ML Edgecumbe
Hespital last Sunday, the hat was
received by the head of the Killer
Whale House, Mark Jacobs Tr, 81,
who is o patient 2t the hospital, In
accordance with Tlingit tradition
which calls fir members of the op-
posite tribe o dress leaders in such
ceretonies, the well-preserved hat
was placed on Jacobs” head by [ra-
vid and Herman Davis of the Raven
clan.

Trihal members performed a tra-
ditipnal Killer Whale Hat song 1o
celebrate s returmn.

The repatriation came afler the
Smithsanian, respondling to reports
from  Sitka-oboul Jacobs® sertous
medical condition, sped up the pro-
cess begun when Kootznoowoo Inc,
of Angoon ariginally filed for return
of the hnt in 1997,

s head of the Killer Whale
House; facobs bears the llt.'-l'l[J.m
title of gushieihzen, ||u‘:-|n|ug ‘spray
behind the dorsal fin,'

The Museum of Materal Histary
Web site sayvs the hat, earved in the
shape of a killer whale with o de-
tachable dorsal fin ornamented with
women's hair, was one of several
flems purchased in Sitka in 1904
by John Swanton of the Bureau of
American Ethnology,

Swanton, who wis conduct-
g research on Tlingit colture,
intended to include the objects in
the Smithsoman’s exhibition at the
1904 Louwisiana Purchase Exposi-
tion tn S Lous:

Swanton reportéd Than the hat
was worn a5 8 lrue emhlem by
g'.i‘-hll.-!h'f.-\. n” of the Diklaweidee
family-"clan) ip-Angoon, Tt had
bekn iruse four :.'uis Bt lt:u. time he
acijuired i1, {

The hal was sbld. o Swanmn by
the son of the man who bhad 1t in his
pessession. The son woold have had
ne right to sell the hal, said Harold
Jacobs, the son of Mark Tacobs Ir

_and, a-culural fesource specialist

for the Tlingit and Hajida Ceniral
" Council, Thngit kadition gives in-
heritance rights aleng  matriarchal
lines, he said.

“Wegay 108 a shameful thing,
holdiig on {0 yoor father's prop-,
erty,” Jeoobs explained

Repatrintion of this hat is an imperiant
event because of s greal significance,
Jacobs said.

“Crest hals are the most prized posses
sion a clan could have,™ he said.

A4 Eric Hellinger, & repatristion case
officer from the Mational Muscum of
Natural Histary — a component of the
Smithsonian  Institution — personally
delivered the hat from Washington aflter
o{t was approved for repatriation.

Hellinger explained repatriations of

Privately held items, such as the spruoce
root hat recently purchivsed al auction by
Kodiak’s Aluting Museum and the An-
chorage Museum of History of Art, are
nol covered by the legislation,

In this photo, taken by Vincent L Soboleff around 1895 in Angoon, the family
of Gusht’eiheen, holding dagger, gather with Killer Whale regalia. One of his
sons sold the hat that was returned Sunday, That hat and the one he's wear-
ing in this picture were made by Yeilnaawo. The man on the left is Billy Jones
( Lusnngooshu) and the one in the foreground is Billy Johnson { Aayeil) both sons
of Gushteilicen and Aank’aawsteixh, and their davghter Yiktusann in the back-

ground. The man in back is Shkuwyeil. (Photo provided by Harold Jacobs)

American Indian Act (NMATA) required
all branches of the Smithsonian Institiation
ur catalopue the eatirely of their Native
Ameriean materials, identify their Iribal
arigins and disseminate information to all
federully recopnized tribes,

The addition of the 1990 Native Ameri-
can Graves Protection and Repatristion
Act — NAGPRA — expanded the repilria-
Lion reguirements to all museums receiv-
ing federal money,

"I they get a mickel of federal I11Dﬁf'._'n
Hallinger explained, “they are subject to
NAGPRA"

Prior 1o enactmenl of the repatriation
laws, the iribes often didn't know whai
types- of artifects Trom  theic ancestors
were in the NMNH drchives, Jacobs said
that during his firstsof several visits (o the
archives, he was struck by the “rows and
rows” of Tlingit objecls from previous
generations that were being held in stor-
age.

While tribes must prove “culiural affili-
ation” fo-an item or set of human remains
in order to be granted a repatriation, indi-
viduals or families who can prove direct
lineage tike priority over groups,

With a repatriation staff of about 20,
thie NMNEH has the largest such group
of any museum in the country, which
has enabled it to complete the most
repatrations. MMALA gives [onds for
repatrintion work o the Smithson-
i,

MAGPRA has “been a strain on
museums,” since detailed research
im alten needed o clanfy owner-
ship, and Tew musyems have stafl
dedicated specifically to dealing
with repairiation cases, Hl:-HlngLr
saul,

“Tt can be very tough for 1r|h:.'5
as well, he said. Research costs
incurmed by tHE need 1o visit the
archives or investigate direct rela-
tions might be beyond a tribe's
ITEAns.

While there are NAGPRA grants
— ndministered by tho Mationel
Purk Service — which aim (o meet
this nmeed, tribes often spead thau-
sands of dollars and a large number
of man-hours investigaline ances-
fral connections i remains  and
arlifiscts.

After having spent veors in the
climate-controlled environment of
the NMNH, the Killer Whale Hat
will remmn i the Jucobs” house oy
long as hi remaoins gushieibieen.

"The process aims fo restore legal
rights 1o the rightful owners,”” Hol-
limger said, adding thar sometimes
upon repatriation tribes neverthe-
less choose 1o leave items in the
MNMNH's archives or in muscums
where they can be professionally
preserved and displayed for public
audiences.

Harcld Jacobs 15 still hopt
ing_ for-the return of a couple of
. beaver _scideps,cgarved wooden
walls which bordersil fire pits and
separated house leaders Trom otles
members o house. He began
| -'-mrkmg,nu their repatrialion pumr
tn_’_J.mTIaﬂng his ¢{Enn o ru:rﬁlm'
: _-1.11L il

Il just l]kb I:: sl 1|1=. things re-
tuﬂ'u.n:] that we cauld still use in our
ceremonies - Harold Facobs sad. .

Hollinger emphasized the mu-’
fually bencficial exchange of en
thrapagical informalion- between
museums and tribes brought aboul
by MMALA and NAGPRA,

“Museumns Lo have been Seen as
agents that removed (hings” [rom
Hollinger said. Yot

now, “tribes. have o betler under-

standing of what it 15 museums do
and why we do it, and how many nr:hu
things we do are of inlerest o them,!"
H::Ihngu explained,

“Tribes have always wanted o ]:lrc
serve their cultural ohiccis. We have
preserved things such thal they can,
enme back into tribal uses [Fwe didn't
do that ... these would not exist today,
The tribe would niot be ﬂbl.t.- o |e'-italim'
their cultural tradltmns

The process “look too long, but I'm
glad it's back,” sdid Jacobs, “T wish
we could have had it back when {my.
father) could have danced i it !

their context,”



BACK WHERE IT BELONGS - Mark Jacobs, Jr. cafeteria Sunday. The story of the hat’s return to
wears a Killer Whale Hat during a repatriation cer-  Alaska, after 100 years, is told in today’s Sitka
emony at the SEARHC Mt. Edgecumbe Hospital Weckender. (Sentinel Photo by J?mm‘s Poulson)



